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liberal culture," had sent for him very shortly after his return from
England, a&d offered to appoint him as a First Class Sub-Judge. It
was a problem for him, for briefs were not too frequently coming in
those days, and as his friends reminded him, his income just enabled
him to go to a restaurant occasionally. But he declined the offer, and
there is no doubt that the chief reason which prompted his action
was his desire to preserve his independence, and to keep himself free
to serve the public interest, which was always close to his heart.
Pherozeshah's confidence in himself was ultimately justified, for
his abilities, powers of exposition, and skill in cross-examination
began to compel recognition, and attorneys started taking notice
of the promising young counsel One of the earliest cases which
brought him into prominence was the celebrated Parsi Towers
of Silence case, which excited public interest for weeks on end.
He had the good fortune to be Anstey's junior in that case. That
remarkable man, though not very pleased at first with the idea of
having an "inexperienced Indian briefed with him, soon came to
form a high opinion of Pherozeshah, though he could not quite
reconcile himself to the latter's massive turban! In Anstey's opinion,
publicly expressed, his brilliant junior had " all the germs of future
eminence in him."
But it was, after all, mofussil practice that laid the foundations of
Pherozeshah's remarkable success at the Bar. From an early period,
Gujarat and Kathiawar began to requisition the services of the
young lawyer, who had a habit of giving his opponents an un-
comfortable time, and who stood no nonsense from even the most
arbitrary judge or magistrate. The Surat Riot case, which arose
from the introduction of the License Tax in the seventies, securely
established the reputation he was making, and placed him at once in
the front rank of mofussil practitioners. The ability, resourcefulness,
and forensic eloquence which he displayed in the case made his
name famous throughout Gujarat, and briefs began to pour in from
all quarters. That settled the direction of his professional career,
which thereafter lay largely in the mofussil, though, if he had
chosen to, he could have commanded an extensive practice in
Bombay, where clients were no less eager to engage his services. But
with his growing public engagements, it suited him to cultivate